INTELLECTUAL   LIPE   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
Germanic civilization. It was completely opposed to the Mediter-
ranean civilization syncretized in the Late Empire, that last form
of antiquity. Here was no trace of the Roman State with its legis-
lative ideal, its civil population, and its Christian religion, but a
society which had preserved the blood tie between its members;
the family community, with all the consequences which it entailed
in law and morality and economy; a paganism like that of the
heroic poems; such were the things that constituted the originality
of these Barbarians, who had thrust back the ancient world in
order to take its place. In Britain a new age was beginning, which
did not gravitate towards the South. The man of the North had
conquered and taken for his own this extreme corner of that
"Romania" of which he had no memories, whose majesty he
repudiated, and to which he owed nothing. In every sense of the
word he replaced it, and in replacing it he destroyed it.
The Anglo-Saxon invaders came into the Empire fresh from
their Germanic environment, and had never been subjected to the
influences of Rome. Further, the province of Britain, in which
they had established themselves, was die least Romanized of all
the provinces. In Britain, therefore, they remained themselves:
the Germanic, Nordic, Barbarian soul of peoples whose culture
might almost be called Homeric has been the essential factor in
the history of this country.
But die spectacle presented by this Anglo-Saxon Britain was
unique. We should seek in vain for anything like it on the
Continent. There "Romania" still existed, except on the frontier,
or along the Rhine, in die decumate lands, and along the Danube
—that is to say, in the provinces of Germania, Raetia, Noricum
and Pannonia, all close to that Germania whose inhabitants had
overflowed into the Empire and driven it before them. But these
border regions played no part of their own, since they were
attached to States which had been established, like that of the
Franks or the Ostrogoths, in the heart of "Romania." And there
it is plain that the old state of affairs stitt existed. The invaders, too
few in number, and also too long in contact with the Empir?
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